Hello,
This month’s newsletter includes:
· INLP Hours for Finals Week
· #SmudgeandStudy
· INLP Holiday Memories
· Michael and Enokena Memorial Scholarship
· Jessica Kimberly Benally
· Christa Lee
Thank you,
INLP

INLP Hours for Finals
To better serve the student body, INLP will be open an additional three hours next
week for finals week.
· Monday 9 am - 10 pm
· Tuesday 9 am - 10 pm
· Wednesday & Thursday 9 am - 7 pm
· Friday
9 am - 4 pm

#SmudgeandStudy
INLP will be doing our semester finals week program as well. Smudge and Study is
our initiative to support you this stressful week through healthy snacks, productive
distractions, and academic support.
Please stop by INLP for your studying. If you need further assistance with your term
papers and projects, please visit Center for Academic Program Support (CAPS) caps.
unm.edu and American Indian Student Services (AISS) aiss.unm.edu for tutoring and
advisement services.

INLP Holiday Memories
INLP would like to share our memorable holiday experiences with you all during this
holiday season! Happy Holidays from INLP!
One year my son and I had gifts delivered to our home from a local organization. The
organization was so kind and generous to ask what our clothing sizes were and to list
a few items we wanted or needed at the time in advance. It was truly a remarkable experience opening up gifts from strangers. The feeling of love was out the roof and they
also matched our clothing sizes perfectly. From this experience I learned that paying
it forward is worth it because you never know how helpful it can be. I will always
remember our experience!
Lillian Sanchez, INLP Student Employee
Annually my church back in Tohatchi The Family of God Worship Center hosts a
Holiday Food and Toy Drive within the community. My family and I would always
seem to try and contribute as much as we could to the event. I particularly remember
my family and I would sign up to bring gift/food/fruit baskets, I would always be up
late baking goodies for the next day. Engraved into my memory we were traveling off
roads about an hour to a Navajo elderly lady’s home, she was isolated from society
(not by choice though). We arrived to her house, and she was shocked to even have
visitors in her secluded environment. She was ecstatic to see our arrival, she was in
need of woods, so the men of the church cut woods outside her house, stacked them,
and brought into her house an immense supply of wood, while the children and women were distributing the gifts/food. After everything was done, the woman invited
everyone into her warm and cozy home, it was there that she seemed to get very emotional from our visit. The woman shed tears of joy, implying that we basically were her
Christmas, there was a feeling of over-empowering love within her home, and there
wasn’t one dry eye within the room. After we prayed as a group, it finally dawned on
me that nothing about the event was vague, I thought to myself you were blessed, and
fortunate to live a life where Christmas is an annual occurrence within your home.
Other individuals aren’t that fortunate, and to share a memorable experience with
them, you’re basically planting a seed, that will potentially develop wonderful miraculous resolutions of hope, and empowerment for the individual.
Jeremy Coleman, INLP Student Employee
As a child, during the holiday seasons, I always enjoyed the telling of our traditional
winter stories from my grandparents. It is only this time out of the year did I get to
hear the telling of the Diné origin story, coyote stories, and stories of my ancestors.
Furthermore, this was a time when all the cousins and my siblings came together,
on the ground cross-legged next to a firing wood stove, and snacking on blue corn
mush while we all sat in front of our grandparents. The story of the Twin Warriors
and trickster coyote were my favorite. During the telling of the Twin Warriors, I very
much enjoyed how my grandfather delivered the narrative of the story. And it is
during the telling of trickster coyote, I enjoyed the way my grandmother characterized coyotes’ voice and other characters. Overall, I consider this a holiday memory of
mine because, it is through these stories that remind me of where I come from and it
is the lessons and teachings from these stories that shape the person I am today.
Curtison Badonie, INLP Student Employee

Christmas at Santo Domingo Pueblo
For me, Christmas has never been about the gifts. It’s
always been about family and traditions. I am from the
Pueblo of Santo Domingo. Our Christmas is literally 12
days long, starting on December 25 and culminating on
the Epiphany, January 6. On Christmas Eve, my sister and
I will cook up a feast and take food to our church. Then we
stay up most of the night playing games or visiting family,
and waiting for the dances to begin early in the morning at
the church around 4 or 5 am. On Christmas Day morning,
we’re up early. As soon as we hear the drums, we’ll go to
the plaza to watch the first dances of the day. Family and
friends drop in at our house throughout the day to enjoy
the feast we’ve prepared – posole, tamales, cookies and
pies. Christmas evening, the Pueblo is quiet and peaceful
after a long day of activities. Traditions, family and friends
is what Christmas is all about.
Wishing all Happy Holidays!
Paulita Aguilar, Associate Professor
& Research Librarian

Once snow fell in the Chinle, this signaled
the moment for winter stories, ceremonies,
and string games to be played. We would ask
our grandparents to show us how to make a
bird’s nest, eagle, and multi-diamond with
string. This time is also a moment of reverence
because of the inherent danger of the cold! My
fondest memory is of my grandmother. Every
night she would check in on her sheep. On
one occasion one of the newborn lambs was
on the brink of being frozen. She brought the
lamb into the hogan and massaged the lamb
back to health near the wood stove, singing
prayer songs and humming the songs when
her voice got tired. She applied that same
spirit around holiday dinners, making sure her
kids and grand-kids were well fed. She provided warmth, that is still felt today
Kevin Brown, Program Specialist

Michael and Enokena Olsen Memorial Scholarship
The INLP Scholarship Committee convened and selected two deserving students for the inaugural scholarship. INLP is using this scholarship to offset the financial burden of attending
UNM. This memorial scholarship fund will help alleviate the financial burden and create a
supportive atmosphere for the students allowing them to focus on their university education.
Each awardee will be asked to give a presentation on the impact of this award upon their
academic progress. Announcements regarding presentations will be announced soon. Stay
Tuned!
Please be aware of future scholarship announcements and deadlines. This scholarship is
awarded every semester! INLP is grateful to the Olson Family Estate for the opportunity to
provide a meaningful financial impact upon Indigenous students at UNM.

Jessica Kimberly Benally
Jessica is from Tohatchi, New Mexico. She is pursuing a
baccalaureate degree in Mathematics and a minor in Computer Science and Native American Studies. Jessica hopes
to integrate mathematics and Indigenous knowledge as a
viable scholarship endeavor. Ethnomathematics, which is
the study of the relationship between mathematics and culture. “I believe that it is important that Indigenous pedagogies are included in mathematics education because in
doing this it gives recognition that learning is more than a
cognitive process but with the social context it impacts the
individuals self-esteem and learning. So as an Indigenous
person I can bring my perspective of my community, which
is Diné, into an integration of mathematics curriculum”.
Her academic journey has been enhanced with the addition of her daughter, Jessica navigated motherhood along
with university education. Jessica says, “in having a child
it changes your life path and desires for your own life very
quickly. It soon becomes centered on her future and what
you can to do improve it. So in continuing with my degree
I hope to lead by example so she can know that she can do
hard things and as she grows older, I hope I can encourage
her just as she encourages me to remain focused on my
studies and be a better person/mother.”
Jessica is currently working on avenues of increasing the
amount of indigenous people in STEM education. As
Jessica, becomes increasingly involved in Indigenous matters, she is grateful that Indigenous people are educating
themselves by increasing their knowledge; academically,
culturally, and politically.

Christa Lee
Christa comes from the capital of the Navajo Nation in
Window Rock, Arizona. After completing her Baccalaureate degree in Nursing from Arizona State University,
Christa applied he degree as a Registered Nurse on the
Navajo Reservation and Gallup, NM. She is a graduate
student in the Health Sciences, studying to become a
Certified Nurse Midwife. She plans to use this degree
and training to provide care to rural and undeserved
American Indian communities. She says, “I come with an
open-mind and passion for women’s health, public health,
newborn care, and primary care, specifically in health
promotion and disease prevention.”
Christa had to make a difficult choice of leaving her nightshift RN position to focus on the academic requirements
of her program. In addition to the academic work load,
Christa was traveling from Arizona to her classes, thus
creating a financial burden on her. She is dedicated more
than ever and this scholarship is providing her with the
opportunity to focus on her program. Christa says, “The
program can be stressful and overwhelming at times, however I know I am one stride closer to my dream job”.
She offers advice and insight upon her fellow indigenous
students, “Education plays an important role within the
indigenous community and provides the opportunity to
make positive changes, whether in the health care system
or within the rural indigenous communities. Through academia you gain skills, knowledge, experience, and interaction with many highly educated professionals in diverse
settings. Continuing education leads to open-mindedness,
having a non-judgemental demeanor, and development
of problem solving skills.... we all have incredible minds
and skills that can be used to have a positive everlasting
impact. Find what your passion is and go get it!”

Thank you very much for taking the time to read our newsletter. If you
have any questions please contact:

Paulita Aguilar, Associate Professor & Research Librarian. paulita@unm.edu

Kevin Brown, Program Specialist. azkat07@unm.edu

Indigenous Nations Library Program
University Libraries, MSC05 3020
1 University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 87131
505.277.7433

